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To the READER. | 


ordinary Occaſion, and being forced from me by 

the Importunity of ſeveral of the Auditors to make 
it publick, I preſume it may not be 5 to give ſome 
Account of this [ad Accident, and withall Frbe Behaviour of 
this Perſon in his laſt Minutes. 


T. IS Diſcourſe having been preach'd on an extra- 


RICHARD PARTRIDGE of Deal, Baker, aged about 
55 Years, a Man of a moſt profligate Life in all manner o 
Debauchery, eſpecially in Drunkenneſs, us'd often in his 
drunken Fits to commit ſeveral Outrages, eſpecially in his 
Family, to his Wife and Children ; for which reaſon they 
were often obliged, not without advice of his neareſt Rela. 
tions, and Phyſicians, to deal with him as a Man di- 
ſtratted and beſide bimſelf, till bis Diſtraction by Drink 
was over, The Evening before this ſad Diſaſter happen'd, 
be was in the ſame drunken Madneſs (for otherwiſe it can- 
not be call'd, and ſo he often ſince his Condemnation has 
himſelf juſtly ſtyld it) and being then binder'd from com- 
mitting thoſe Inſolencies he usd to practiſe, it ſeems that 
having forſaken God, he fell from Sin to Sin, and watched 
for an Opportunity to make himſelf more exceeding. ſinful. 

On the zoth of Auguſt, 1711. he aroſe about 7 a Clock 

in the Morning; but alas! got drunk again that ſame Morn- 
ing before Nine, and walking with his youngeſt Son Tho- 
mas Partridge, aged about 20 Years, tothe Houſe q John 
Partridge his eldeſt Son, he there met with Jacob, the Son 
of Mr. Lewis de Haen, who came to return a Gun that 
belong d to Richard Partridge, which was lent him by his 
Son Thomas, and fooliſhly and anhappily return d it charg d. 
By this unfortunate Meeting he took occaſion to quarrel, both 
with Jacob de Haen and his Son Thomas, and asking his 
Son Thomas, with many Imprecations, why he lent De 
A 2 Haen 


To the Reader. 


Haen bis Gun, ſwore at the ſame time, that he would ſhoot 
him : Upon whigh the Boy, ſenſpble of bis Father's Fury, tho 
not of ſo dreadful an Intention, mov d away from him; at 
which his Father took up a Stone and flung it at bim, but 
miſs'd him: Upon which he. took the Gun, and fir d at his 
Son; but the Gun ſnapping, he cock'd it again, and ſwore | © 
again, that God might damm him, if he would not kill bim; © © 
and fir d, and ſhot his Son in the back part of his Head, ſo | 
that the Shot came out thraugh his Face again, of which he 
5mmediately died. Richard Partridge was preſently ap- 
prehended, and carried before Joſiah Lane, Eſq; Mayor of 
Deal, who immediately, ſent him to Richard Solly, Eſq; 
Mayor of the Port of Sandwich, Deal being a Member of, 
and under the Juriſdiction of the ſaid Port, where he was 
committed and tried, October 11, 1711. He acknow- 
ledg*d the Fact, but deny d that he knew the Gun was 
charg'd ; but ſeveral Witneſſes depoſing, that he ſwore be- 
toveen the Snapping and the Firing, that he would ſhoot his 
Son, the Fury found bim grilty of Wilful Murder; Wilful 
being without any immediate Provocation or Quarrel. 
* The Right Worſhipful the Mayor of Sandwich, in tender 
Compaſſion to his Soul, knowing wery well how bad a Liver 
be had been, and how very unfit he was to die, gave him 
the utmoſt Time, more than any ever had in the like caſe, 
hoping he might the better fit himſelf for ſo great and weighty 
a Change: Joh, e | Y | 
And therefore Ithink it proper now to give ſome Account of 
 bisDeportment and laſt Minutes, that as his Sins are manifeſt 
and diſclos d to the World, his Sorrow and Repentance may 
be manifeſt alſo. HO LINE: 
Before his Condemnation be flatter'd himſelf with the 
Flopes of Life; but when be found there was no room for 
Hopes, that be was condemn'd, that he muſt die; then he 
humbled himſelf greatly before God, ſet heartily about the 
Work of Repentance, and thought only how to fit himſelf” 
| for Death. | 
j He was indeed very ignorant of his Religion, and by his 
| bavitug? Courſe of Sinning bad ſtifled his Conſcience, aud 
k i , W As 


To the Reader. 
was almoſt inſenſible ; but God truly wrought great Things 
for him, and wonderfully bleſs d the Endeavours that were 
* wad for his Converſion, and made him ſo very ſenſible of 
bis Sins, that it was both an Amazement and Comfort to 
me to behold it. 
ö He juſtified God in this Judgment, as the juſt Reward for 
9 tir 2 Sins, be acknowledg'd bis Sins, and bumbly 
+ *confeſs'd them in his Prayers, all what be could recollecꝭ be 
did particularixe But who can underſtand bis Errors? 
# Who knows bow oft he offendeth ? And therefore he conſtantly 
beg'd Mercy of- * for thoſe Sins which he had forgotten, 
well knowing that God knew them, that they were not hid 
from his All- ſeeing Eye; and therefore us d the Words of the 
Pſalmiſt, Lord cleanſe thou me from my ſecret Faults, His 
Grief and Sorrow, bis Tears, were particularly great for that 
laſt dreadful At of murdering his own Son. Oh the Remem- 
Hhrance of that pierced his Soul, and the Thoughts of it melted 
him in Tears; and therefore he earneſtly pray d, Deliver 
me from Blood- guiltineſs, O God of my Salvation: 
Let the Blood of Jeſus, that ſpeaketh Mercy and Par- 
don, and no Vengeance, blot out the Guilt and Stain 
of that innocent Blood which I have ſhed. And in bis 
* Confeſſion to me before bis Death, be tald me the wery Se- 
| crets of that Fat, and deſired me only to acquaint the 
3 World, that God had found him out, and that his Condem- 
g nation was juſt, 
Way, oe bleſs'd God, abundantly bleſsd God, that ſuf- 
y fer d him to come to this Judgment, believing it to be the 
2 only means to bring him to Heaven; and tho" bitter and 
* ſcandalous to the World, yet he bleſ#d God for it, that be 
A is ght hade bis Shame in this Wolrd, and might be ſaved 
from eternal Conſuſion; and often cry'd out, Welcome 
- Death, welcome Gallows ; for now I hope I ſhall come 
| ö to God, now I hope I ſhall be ſaved. Nay, he ſpake 
with all the Sincerity of a dying Man and a Penitent, that if 
be had Ten Lives to forfeit, and were in bis Choice to be in 
; the ſame State he was in before Condemnation, that he would 
+ rather die ten times on a Gallows, than chuſe ſuch a Life of 
E in as he led before. Hr 
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He freely confeſs'd that be was the Cauſe of this ſad Fudg- | 
ment to himſelf, and ſore Afflict ion to bis Family; that the | 
Fault lay chiefly at his own Door; and ſince the World bad 
much blam d bis Wife, making ber very black and barbarous, 
be pray'd to Ged, in the Hearing 2 many, to pardon thoſe 
Slanderers, and juſtified her before ſeveral Perſons to me, and | 
y Brethren of the Clergy, and with Tears begg'd of me to 
vindicate ber in his own Words bo was now a dying Man; 
Not (ſays he) that ſhe has no Sin, but I have been often the 
ſad Occaſion of her finning, and that he would die on it, that |} 
ſhe had been as good a Wife as ever Man had: But he, alaſs! : 
zo his great Sorrow, as bad a Husband as ever Woman had; 
and therefore he hoped that God would be the greater Comfor- 
Fer 70 her. | T 
He pray d heartily for his Wife and Children, that God 
would keep them in bis Mercy from Sin ; he bleſsd them 
with Prayers and Tears, and they all asd his Pardon and 
Bleſſing, as of a dying Father on their Knees, in my Preſence; 
and he did bleſs and pardon them, and his Soul was greatly © 
comforted withit : He pray'd God for them, to keep them 
from Inſulis, Affronts, Reproaches and Diſgrace, which 
might, becauſe of him, be caſt upon them; that God would © 
give others Grace not to do it, them Patience to endure it, 
and Mercy, ſo to behave themſelves as never to deſerve it. 
He put bs only Truſt in the Merits and Sufferings of the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Son of God, the Redeemer of the 
World, believing him to be the only Saviour, and that there 
is no other Name given under Heaven, whereby Mankind 
may be ſaved, but the Name of Chriſt ; and that this Chriſt, © 
by hs once offering of himſelf upon the Croſs to God, for the © 
Sins of Man, bas made a full Satisfaction for the Sins of all 
Men, and for his Sins in particular; and that he embrac © 
\ that Feſus by a ſincere Faith, truſting in his Mercy, that he 
| s both able and willing to ſave him from the Wrath to come; 
1 and therefore he ſaid often, My Jeſu, in thy Hands I: 
commend my Spirit, for thou haſt redeemed me: 
| Save me, my God, for in thee do I truſt ; O let me 
neyer be confounded. He earneſtly pray d with 1 $ 
| Cari: 4 


To the Reader. 


Tears for the Lord's Supper, that Sacrament of Comfort to e- 
very Penitent, that Viaticum of Mercy to every departing 


Soul, and 1 adminiſtred it to him the Evening before he di- 


ed, and he profeſs'd that be found unutterable Conſolaticn by it. 
He declar'd himſelf to be in full and perfect Charity with 


all Men; pray'd for all Men, and had a very particular 


grateful Acknowledgment, and Senſe of the Favour, which 


3 Mr. Mayor, out of Pitty to his Soul, had fer bim, in gi- 
: wing him ſo much Time, and doubted not, but it did further 
much to his Souls Health; and truly, I believe through the 


Mercies of God it did. 


He heartily pray'd all Men to take Example by bim; that 
his Fudgment might be a Warning to others, and eſpecially 
to thoſe that were his former Companions, and Partakers 


with him in his Sins: And what ought particularly to be re- 


membred, that ſome Days before he died, he ſent Mord to 


ſome of his Fellow Drunkards to look now upon him, to for- 


3 » ſake their Sins, and amend by bis Judgment, that they 
* might ſee bis End, ſtand in Awe and tremble, left they 
ſhould come to the ſame Condemnation. 


He was wonderful willing to go to b Death; for when he 


4 was call'd away, and his W ife, Cbilaren and Relations, 


hanging about him, with Tears and Prayers, he ſaid, Stay 


> me not, for I goto my Saviour; weep not, weep not, 
for me, for I go to my God. He pray'd heartily all 
* the Way be went; and after Prayers were made at the Place 


© of Execution, he proftrated himſelf on the Ground, commends 
| ing bis Soul to God, 


He ſaid but little to the People, only that he juſtified God's 
Judgment, and thank'd Gudthat brought him to that Death; 
d and pray'd all Men to avoid Drunkenneſs, Swear- 


ing, Paſſion, Murder, and profaning the Lord's Day; and 
+ then geg d their Prayers to God for him, He chearfully ſung 
te. Part of the 25th Pſalm, and that being ended repeat- 

a ed the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and ſome ſhirt reccmmen- 
: * datery Prayers, and ſo was turn'd off : And indecd be ex- 


erted h;njelf as far as human Nature was capable of, and 
We bande no Reaſon to doubt but that he died a true Penitent, 


3 and that God has received his Soul in Mercy. 7 his 


To the Reader. 


This is the Account which I thought proper to give of bim. 
God in his infinite Mercy keep all Men from ſuch Sin and 
ſuch Judgments. I am not ignorant of the many Imper- © 
fections of this following Diſcourſe, and am ſure that my ſin= 
cere Intentions are much the better Part of it; but we cant 4 
all offer Gold and Fewels to the. Building of the Tabernacle ; © 
even thoſe were received that brought only Rams Skins and © 
Goats Hair; but ſuch as it is God make it in ſome wiſe tend 
to our Good, to live well, that we may have the greater Com- 
fort in Life, and the ſurer Hope in Death: And that this 
Diſcourſe may do as miich Good in the Publication, as it was | 
favonrably received in the Hearing, and piouſly intended in 


the Preaching, is the hearty Prayer of him that is in Chriſt 
Feſus, 


5 


Your humble Servant, 
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: PS AL. xxitl. 4. 
Tea, tho I walk thro the Valley of the Shadow of 


Death, I will fear mo Evil; for thou art with 
me ; thy Rod and thy Staff they comfort me. f 


T is a very excellent Expreſſion of David in the 
37th Pſalm, Ver.z7. Mark 7 Man, and 


2 behold the upright, for the end of that Man is 


F 


1 Peace. Righteouſneſs and Piety make Men 
the Favourites of Heaven; that alone has the Promi- 
ſes of the Life that now is, and that which is to come; 
they have the Comforts of God here, and they are 
ſanctified for Glory hereafter. 
> Sin too has its Reward; but alaſs! in a very dif- 
ferent Manner. Sinners may flouriſh for a Seaſon, 
and bedeem'd the happieſt of Men, becauſe they have 
he Affluence of tranſitory Pleaſures; but their Feli- 
cities, like their Enjoyment, are momentary, and e- 
1 ho Well Ds B 1 qually 


Conſolations ag ainſt the 
ually fading, their Beauty decays, and their Glory 
is coral to 1 as the Pſalmiſt obſerves, 1 


. have ſeen the wicked in great Proſperity, and ſpreading 


himſelf like a green Bay-tree ; yet he paſſed away, and lo 
he wy not, yea, I ſought him, but he could not e found. 
When the <cene is done, and Men paſs off from the 


Stage of the World, there remains nothing to a Sin- 


ner, but the melancholy Reflections of Sins commit- 
ted, Mercy abus'd, Time miſ-ſpent, Salvation negle- 
&ed, a Conſcience full of Fear, and Terrour, and the 
certain, but miſerable Expectation of a future Judg- 
ment: ſe is their Life a ſeeming Happineſs,a Deluſion, 
their End a certain Miſery, for there is no Peace to the 
wicked, ſays my God; for, Son remember that thou in 
thy Life-time receivedft thy good Things, but wow art 
thou tormented. | 

Very different from this is the State of the pious 
Souls, tho' they may not be, perhaps, the greateſt, 
the moſt wealthy of this Life; yet they are rich in 
Grace and Love of God, he is their Guide, he is their 
Comfort. tho' they may be fed ſometimes with the 
Bread of Tears, and tho' God makes them drink a 
Cup of Sorrow, yet he has a NP of divine Comforts 
for them, and he puts their Tears in his Bottle ; 
their inward Conſolations thro' Chriſt, are greater 
than the outward Afflictions can be for Chriſt; and 
they have the aſſured Hope of that Glory, which Eye 
has not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor the Heart of Man can 
u4ierſtand, which God has laid up in Heaven, where 
Sighs and Tears, and Sorrow is no more. 

Such is their Life, and their End is full of Hope: 
He that lives in the Fear of God, aſſuredly dies in his 
Favour ; he that has glorified God on Earth, has the 


Promile of being glorified by God in Heaven; their 


Minds are eaſy, their Conſcience ſerene, they Know in 
whom they have believed; that when they have run 
their Courſe, and kept their Faith ; that Glory and Ho- 
nour is laid up in Heaven for them: They know God 
to be their Father, Chriſt their Redeemer, and in that 
Hope long tor the Time of their Deliverance; and 


joy fully meet Death, triumph over it, in the Death 


of Chriſt, are eaſy and tranquil, and can fay with 
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David, in the Words of our Text; Yea, tho' I walk 


thro the Fulle f of the Shadow of Death, J will Year 10 p 
Evil, 


1 Fears of DEATH. 3 
' 3 Evil, for thou art with me, thy: Rod and thy Staff they 
comfort me. 

But is there no Hope for a Sinner ! Is there no 
Comfort for a miſerable Tranſgreſſor! Has God for- 
2 to be merciful? ls there no Mercy, becauſe 

have ſo long abus d it! Is there no Way, tho' I have 
led a wicked Life, to come to a happy End? Is it 
impoſſible to obtain Salvation, becauſe I have negle- 
- Red it Days without Number? Is there no Com- 
fort, no Hopes in God? Oh yes; God is a God of 
Mercy; he has made no Man to be miſerable ; he 
delighteth not in the Death of a Sinner, but wills 
that all Men ſhoald repent and be ſaved. God has 
appointed no Man to Wrath, but to obtain Salvation 
thro" Jeſus Chrift our Lord. Faith and Repentance are 
the Conditions of the Goſpel; if we do not repent we 
muſt periſh : But if we do repent, if we be hambled 
and ſorry for our Sins, God will forgive : For if we 
confeſs and forſake our Sins, we ſhall obtain Mercy; for 
God is faithful and juſt, to forgive us our Sins, and to 
cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs. 

So then, if we be penitent, we have Hopes ; if we 
believe in the Lord Jeſus, we have Ground and Foun- 
dation for Hope; for there is no Condemnation for them ſy 
that are in Chriſt Teſus, that walk not after the Fleſh,but Rom. &. Te 
after the Spirit. And it they have, thro' the Deluſion 
of the Devil, followed the World, and forſaken God, 
if they return with the Prodigal, and humble them- 

| felves, God will receive them, have Compaſſion upon 
them, and rejoice at their Converſion and Salvation. 
3 Such is the bleſſed and heavenly Nature of Repen- 
etance; it blots out our Sins, an f ſets us upon the 
r ame Level as if we had not ſinned at all; and there- 
n fore God promiſes a Penitent that he will remember 
his Sins no more, and that his Iniquities ſhall not be 
- his Ruin; and thence we may ſee both the Neceſlity 
4 and the Excellency of Repentance; fo neceſſary, 
that without it we cannot be ſaved ; without it, we 
are in our Sins, God our Enemy, and it is à fcarſi: 
thing to fall into the Hands of an angry God : Such is 
the Excellency, that it moves God to lay down his 
Anger; it melts his Heart, and makes the Bowels of 
his Compaſſion earn over us, unites God to Man, 
and Man to God, makes as 1 and happy in 3 
F , a 
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Conſolations againſt the 


and glory againſt Satan, tho' I have ſinned, I have 
repeated of my Sin, and the Blood of Jeſus has wip d 
amay mine Offences. 

There is none righteous, no not one, we have all 
ſinned ; the moſt holy muſt continually pray, Enter 
not into Judgment with thy Servant, O Lord; the moſt 
wicked is not excluded from Repentance, from Mer- 
Cy ; the Throne of Grace is open for all Penitents, and 
there's [oy with the Angels of God, there's Joy in 
Heaven, when great Sinners come to that Throne 
to confeſs their Sins, and ask Mercy that they may 
be ſa ved. | 

And ifthe greateſt of Offenders do repent, they 
are ſure of meeting with .a good and gracious God 
to forgive; and tho' they may forfeit their Lives 
here on Earth, they may fave their Souls ; tho' they 
may be condemn'd in this World, their Souls may 
be dear and precious in the ſight of God; tho' they 
have liv'd as Sinners, they may die Saints; tho' they 
have liv'd without God, they may die in the Mercy 
of God, and thro' Jeſus glory againſt Death and the 
Terrours of it: And ſay with David in our Text, 
Tho I walk thro' the Valley of the Shadow of Death I 
will {ear no Evil, for thou art with me, thy Rod and thy 
Staff they comſort me. | 

And ſince it is your unhappy Portion, your Lot, that 
you mult ſoon walk thro' that dreadful Valley of the 
Shadow of Death ; we thought it proper to ſtreng- 
then you in your Faith, to F-ther you in your Re- 
pentance, to comfort you in this fore Affliction and 

13 by ſetting before you the Conſolations a- 
gainſt the Fearsof Death, by Chriſt our Saviour; that 
when ever you tread that way, you may fear no E- 
vil, having made your Peace with God by a ſincere 
Repentance, and that God may be with you, his Rod 
and his Staff may comſort thee. 

Wo unto me: What have I brought upon my ſelf, 
may yeu ſay, oh my Soul, how bitter is it to forſale 
the Lord my God, and that his Fear has not been before 
my Eyes. How have 1 angred my God! How have I 
provok'd my Saviour ! How have I grieved the good 
Spirit of God ! But have Mercy upon me, O my 
God, for JI repent me of my Sins; caſt not my Soul 
away; have Pity upon me; let me be dear to _ 


f ſolations to your Soul, that you may know and feel 


that your Redeemer liveth, and that God is reconci- 
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Fears of DEATH. 


for Chriſt his ſake; waſh me in his Blood, and my 
Soul * purified; let this Death, tho' bitter to 
me, be a 


r thro' Chriſt to Eternal Life. 
There be Comforts in God, and they are not ſmall ; 


there are Conſolations in Chriſt Jeſus, and they are 
= exceeding great; and this being the laſt Sunday that 
you can appear in the Houſe of God, lift up your 
Heart to the Lord, and may the God of Conſolation, 
the Comforter of the Diſtreſſed, hear your's and our 


united Prayers for you, and bleſs and apply his Con- 


And therefore that you may be comforted againſt 


1 the Fears of Death, we will with the Grace of God 
2 conlider, 


I. What Death is in it ſelf, and what toa Sinner. 


; II. What Death is to a penitent Chriftian, and 


} what Conſolations there be for a Penitent to 


1 ſupport him againſt the Fears of Death. 


III. We'll apply it to you that art under the Con- 
demnation of Death, and alſo to our ſelves. 


I begin with the firſt, namely, to conſider what 
Death is in it ſelf, and what to a Sinner. 

Death is generally, and very rightly defin'd to be 
the Privation of natural Life, by the Separation of 
the Soul from the Body, which if we couſider in it 
ſelf is a moſt amazing thing, the very Thoughts of it 
- ſtrike a Terrour to the Mind of Man, and make the 


Heart and Knees of the moſt ſevere Stoick to trem- 


ble; for there is ſuch an inexpreſſible Love, ſuch a 
cloſe Union, between the Soul and Body, that the 


very Thoughts of a Separation are as amazing, as 


the Love and Affection they bear to each other. 
Lord, when we conſider, that this Body muſt be 
robb'd, left, depriv'd, and forſaken of its Soul, that 


Fountain of Life, and Being to it; and muſt be not 


only ſenſeleſs, dull, unactive, but a Prey to Worms, 


"the moſt loathſome Spectacle, and ghaſtly Object in 
the World, be crambled to Duſt, and return to its 
primitive Earth, Lord how it confounds our 


When 


' 


Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſs'd upon all Men, for 


Chap, 18. 


Conſolations againſt the 


When we conſider that the Soul, that Eternal ge- 
ing, that Spring of Life, muſt be pluck'd away from 
its Habitation, and remove we know not where 
(I ſpeak naturally) whither to Felicity or Sorrow, 
the Body ignorant of its better Part, the Soul un- 
mindful of its beloved dwelling Place, and Organ for 
all its Works, and not to know, when, where or how, 
they will be re-united. Oh how amazing are theſe 
Thoughts, how terrible are theſe Conſiderations, 
the moſt ee the moſt melancholy, and had we 
not the Goſpel of Jeſus, the moſt aſtoniſhing and 
confounding Meditation, $ 

The Cauſe and Original of Death and this Separa- 
tion is the Sin of Mankind, ſo the Holy Ghoſt tells us, 
In the Day that thou eateft thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
Where it is threatned as a Puniſhment for Offences, 
and we find it inflicted for Sin. And Sr. Paul tells 
us, That by one Man Sin enter'd into the World, and 


that all have ſinned, and the Wages of Sin is Death. 
And the Author of the Book of Wiſdom, ſays, God © 
has not made Death. Wahence it is plain, that Death + 
in it ſelfis 2 Judgment of God on Sin, the Height of 
all Fear, the ſuperlative Degree of Terrours ; and 
that no one by Nature, as he is a Sinner, can ſay, * 
When I walk thro' the Valley of the Shadow of Death 
will fe ar no Evil, for it is the Height of Evil, it is the 
King of Terrours. | | 
So Fob call d Death the King of Terrours; and in- 
deed very proper, not only becauſe it robs us of our 
preſent Being, but excludes us from Grace and Good- 
neſs of God, which we enjoy in this World, deprives 
us of Time and Means of Repentance, and brings 
Men to the Terrours of the Lord, to Judgment; For : 
it is appoiuted for Men once to die, and after Death 
Judgment; For we mul} all appear before the udgment- 
Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the things done 
in his Body, according to that he has done, whether it 
be good or bad; and this makes Death ſo very terri- 
ble, becauſe of that dreadful Judgment it brings Men 
to; for that Judgment is call'd the Terrou of the 
“Lord For the Day of the Lord is very terrible, who 
can abide his Coming, a Fire goeth before him, and © 
hurneth to the nethermoſt Hell; jor that Day ſhall burn 
| as. 
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t au Oven, and all the Proud, and all that do wickedly, 
Pall be Seubble for the Wicked ſhall be turn d into Hell, Mal. 4. 1. 
a andi all they that forget God. So that we may eaſily 
5 ſee that Death in it ſelf is very miſerable, and to an 
ö impenitent Sinner is a Door to Hell, a Paſſage to E- 
ternal Deſtruction, a Deprivation of a temporal Life, 
and the eternal Mercies of God, and being expos'd 
to the Wrath and Fury of him that liveth for ever 
and ever. 

But we come in the ſecond Place to conſider, 
3 What Death is to a penitent Chriſtian, and what 
Conſolations there be for a Penitent, to ſupport him 
” againſt the Fears of Death. | 

And bleſſed be God, tho Death be fo terrible in 
tits own Nature, yet that very Death has loſt its Ter- 
> rours, by the Death of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, he 
the only Lord of Life and Death, has ſwallowed up 
> Death in Victory, and given us this Anthem of 
» Praiſe, this Song of Triumph, O Death, where is thy 
Sting? O Grave. where is thy Victory? The Sting of 
Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the Law; but 
” Thanks be to God, which giveth us the Victory thro our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt So that we find a penitent David 
to ſay, Tho' I walk thro' the Valley of the Shadow of 
= Death, yet will I fear no Evil. And St. Paul, when 
he was converted, tells us, To die is Gain: And 
breaks] forth in theſe Words, Oh wretched Man 
that I am, 77225 deliver me from the Body of this 
> Death; and aſſures us that he had 4 defire to depart, 
and be with Chriſt. 
his is the Mercy of God to poor miſerable for- 
lorn Man, purchas'd for us by Chrift Feſus, who was 
ſlent into the World for this End, to reconcile God 
to Man, and Man to God, and take away that Curſe, 
which for our Sins lay upon us, that he might ſuffer 
Death for all Men; and that he by that Death 
might deftroy him that has the Power of Death, that is, Heh. ; 

the Devil; and deliver them whs thro the Fear of 14. 
Death, were all their Life-time ſubjett to Bondage. 
ri- And not only deſtroy Death, but obtain ſuch a 
* Righteouſneſs for Mankind, that ſhould be able to 
give them Right and Title to God's Salvation, and 
totally change and invert the Nature of Death; that 
that which was the Cauſe why all died, namely, Sin 
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Confolations ag ainſt the 
being overcome, the Righteouſaeſs of Chriſt ſhould 


be the Caule why all ſhould be made alive; and that 


Rev. 14. 
13. 


that which thro' the Diſobedienee of Man, was the 
Door to Miſery to all that died, now thro' the Obe- 


dence of the Man ſeſus, ſhould be the Door to Sal- 
vation to all that believe; and that Death, before | 
the King of Terrours, might now be the Gate of 
Heaven, the Entrance to a better Life and eternal 


Glory. 


So mult a Penitent look upon Death, as it has loſt ? 
its Sting, and left it in the Side of the Lord Jeſus ; : 
that Death now is ſo far from hurting him, or ſepa- 
rating him from Grace, Mercy, and the beatifick | 
Viſion of God, that it will lead him to the immedi- 
ate Enjoyment of kim, bring him to Jeſus, the Fun- 
tain of living Waters, to waſh away both his Sins and his 


Tears, and make him indeed know that it is he only 
that has the Keys of Hell and Death, 


And ſo we find the whole Current of the Sacred 
Scriptures to tell us, that ſuch is the Nature of Death 
to every Penitent, every Believer. | 

Nay even under the Diſpenſation of the Old Te- 3 
ſtament, when Chriſt our Saviour had not yet ſuf- 
fer'd; but his Sufferings were only promis'd, and 
aflur'd to them by Tipes and Figures, yet the Ver- 


tue of his Death, which in time would come, took 


even then away the Sting of Death, and gave Life to | 
the penitent Believer. So David lays, Right preci- 
ous in the Sight 4 the Lord, is the Death of his Saints ;, | 
and Job long before him, I know that my Redeemer li- 
veth :, and neither David nor Job could have had a- 
ny Conſolation in their Death, if the Sting thereof 
had not been taken away; and he could never have 
walk'd in the Valley of the Shadow of Death without 
Fear, if God had not been there to ſupport him; 
and when old Father Jacob died, his laſt Expreſſion } 
was, [waited {or thy Salvation, O Lord; this Salva- 
tion he never had in this World, and therefore had 


Hope in his Death to obtain it in tae next. 


The Inſtances in this Particular are many, before | 
the Coming of Chriſt; but when Chriſt had indeed 
died, and rofe again; when he had bruiſed the Ser- 
pent's Head, and flzw Death by Death; then the 


Holy Ghoſt tells us, Bleſſed are the Dead that die 0 ; 
K the 
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the Lord. And Chriſt himſelf had told us before, 7 
am the Reſurrection and the Life, he that believeth in 
me, tho he were dead, yet ſhall he live, and who- 
ſoever liveth and believeth in me ſhall never die, 
And thence 1 that ſacred Confidence of St. 
Paul, and other Saints of God, they knew whom 
they had believed, that their Lord) Jeſus had 
overcome the Sharpneſs of Death, and open'd the 
Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers, and that he had 

— Death the Way to his Glory; thence thoſe 
Exultations, thoſe pious Wiſhes, thoſe ſacred De- 
ſires to depart and be with Chriſt; hence that Con- 
ſolation, Tho' I wall in the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, [ will fear no Evil, for thou art with me, thy 
Rod and thy Staff they comfort me. 

Having thus given you a general Scheme of the Na- 
ture of Death, now under the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel to every penitent Sinner; I proceed to the 
particular Conſolations againſt the Fears of Death; 
and theſe we'll conſider gradually. 

And the firſt Conſolation a true Penitent has a- 
| the Fears of Death is, that Death delivers hina 
from the many Miſeries of this preſent World. And, 

t. From the common Afflictions which outwardly 
befall us in this World. Few but what know that 
this is a World of Trouble, a Dale of Tears, where 
there is no true Satisfaction; but much real Sorrow 
toa little, and that but ſeeming Joy; one indeed has 
2 a greater Portion of it than another; but he that has 
the leaſt muſt own it a troubleſome World, that the 
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theſe Death gives us a Deliveratice, They ret from 
t their Labours. | | 

2. Death delivers us from the Infarmities of the Bo- 
dy. Our poor Bodies, thoſe Houſes of Clay, are 
ſubject to many Misfortunes, Pains, Troubles, Dif- 
1 eaſes, and numberleſs Afflictions to wrack and tor- 


ment us; when we conſider the many various Parts 
of that wonderful Fabrick, and how many various 
Diſtempers aſſault the whole, and each particular 
Part; we have reaſon to admire how we live, and 
think it a Wonder that ever we be well. We creep 
# thro' Diſtempers daily, and how acute thofe Pains, 
Stow ſtarp thoſe Aches that are but of 1 


nine 


7 


deſt of our Days are but Labour and Sorram; and from pfal. g,, 


Rev, 14, Holy Ghoſt tells us, Bleſſed are the Dead that die in 


13. 


ny Conſolation in their Death, if the Sting thereof 1 th 


tion he never had in this World, and therefore had j 


* 
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being overcome, the Righteouſaeſs of Chriſt ſhonld 
be the Cauſe why all ſhould be made alive; and that 


that which thro' the Diſobedienee of Man, was the 


Door to Miſery to all that died, now thro' the Obe- © 
dience of the Man Jeſus, ſhould be the Door to Sal- 
vation to all that believe; and that Death, before 
the King of Terrours, might now be the Gate of 
Heaven, the Entrance to a better Life and eternal 
Glor . | 
So mu a Penitent look upon Death, as it has loſt ? 
its Sting, and left it in the Side of the Lord Jeſus ; 
that Death now is ſo far from hurting him, or ſepa- 
rating him from Grace, Mercy, and the beatifick | 
Viſion of God, that it will lead him to the immedi- 
ate Enjoyment of kim, bring him to Jeſus, the Foun- | 
tain of living Waters, to waſh away both his Sins and his | 
Tears, and make him indeed know that it is he only 
that has the Keys of Hell and Death, | 
And fo we find the whole Current of the Sacred 
Scriptures to tell us, that ſuch is the Nature of Death * | 
to every Penitent, every Believer. A * 
Nay even under the Diſpenſation of the Old Te- 
ſtament, when Chriſt our Saviour had not yet ſuf- 7 | 
b 


fer'd ; but his Sufferings were only promis'd, and 
aſſur'd to them by Tipes and Figures, yet the Ver- 
tue of his Death, which in time would come, took * 
even then away the Sting of Death, and gave Life to 
the penitent Believer. So David lays, Right preci- | 

ous in the Sight of the Lord, is the Death of his Saints; 

and Job long before him, I know that my Redeemer li- 
veth ;, and neither David nor Job could have had a- 


had not been taken away; and he could never have 
walk'd in the Valley of the Shadow of Death without 
Fear, if God had not been there to ſupport him; 
and when old Father Jacob died, his laſt Expreſſion 1 
was, 1waited or thy Salvation, O Lord; this Salva- 
Hope in his Death to obtain it in the next. "of 

The Inſtances in this Particular are many, before 
the Coming of Chriſt ; but when Chriſt had indeed 
died, and rofe again; when he had bruiſed the Ser- 
pent's Head, and ſlew Death by Death; then the 
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the Tord. And Chriſt himſelf had told us before, 7 
am the Reſurrection and the Life, he that believeth in 


| | me, tho he were dead, yet ſhall he live, and who- 


ſoever liveth and believeth in me ſhall never die, 
And thence proceeds that ſacred Confidence of St. 
Paul, and other Saints of God, they knew whom 
they had believed, that their Lord) Jeſus had 
overcome the Sharpneſs of Death, and open'd the 


2 Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers, and that he had 
made Death the Way to his Glory; thence thoſe 
Z Exultations, thoſe pious Wiſhes, thoſe ſacred De- 
ſires to depart and be with Chriſt ; hence that Con- 


ſolation, Tho' I wall in the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, J will fear no Evil, for thou art with me, thy 
Rod and thy Staff thty comfort me. 

Having thus given you a general Scheme of the Na- 
ture of Death, now under the Diſpenſation of the 


Goſpel to every penitent Sinner; I proceed to the 


particular Conſolations againſt the Fears of Death; 


f and theſe we'll conſider gradually. 


And the firſt Conſolation a true Penitent has a- 


3 | amy the Fears of Death is, that Death delivers him 


om the many Miſeries of this preſent World. And, 
t. From the common Afflictions which outwardly 


2 befall us in this World. Few but what know that 
this is a World of Trouble, a Dale of Tears, where 
there is no true Satisfaction; but much real Sorrow 
toa little, and that but ſeeming Joy; one indeed has 
a greater Portion of it than another; but he that has 
the leaſt muſt own it a troubleſome World, that the 
7 beſt of our Days are but Labour and Sorrow; and from pfal. 98. 
* theſe Death gives us a Deliverance, They reſt from 
their Labours. 


2. Death delivers us from the Infirmities of the Bo- 


dy. Our poor Bodies, thoſe Houſes of Clay, are 
ſubject to many Misfortunes, Pains, Troubles, Dif- 
eaſes, and numberleſs Afflictions to wrack and tor- 
ment us; when we conſider the many various Parts 
of that wonderful Fabrick; and how many various 


Diſtempers aſſault the whole, and each particular 


Part; we have reaſon to admire how we live, and 
think it a Wonder that ever we be well. We creep 
*thro' Diſtempers daily, and how acute thofe Pains, 
7 how ftarp thoſe Aches 4 that ate but of denn 
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Conſolations againſt the 


Diſeaſes, we know; how much more of thoſe tliat 


are fatal, where kind Death is the Aſylum, the 


Shelter and Refuge of the miſerable, lulls aſleep, and 


takes us quite away from all diſtracting Pains, 


3. So alſo from the Diſeaſes of the Mind, theſe are 
far more acute than thoſe of the Body, their Load is 
weighty, their Burthen is intollerable ! For 4 wound- 


ed Conſcience, who can bear? Theſe bring Men often 


to Deſpair, and Violence, even to deſtroy them 


ſelves, and look for their Solace in Death. Now 
kind Death delivers us from the Temptations and 1n- 


of Men. 


4. Another Conſolation againſt the Fear of Death * 
is, that it delivers us from Sin; for he that is dead, 
ſays the Apoſtle, has ceaſed from Sin; take it either 
for Regeneration, or for our natural Death, it is 
true in both, but eſpecially in the latter Death puts 
a final Period to our Tranſgreiſions; for tho' we be 
regenerate, and born again by the Spirit of God, 
and do not fin groſly, and have no Delight in Sin; 


yet we have the Relicts of Sin, and the Law of Sin in 
our Members warring againſt the Law of the Mind, and 


bringing us into Captivity to the Law of Sin; ſo that we 
do not that Good which we would, but the Evil which © 
we would not. Whilſt we be living we are in conti= 
nual Danger of falling, by the many and powerful 
Temptations of the Devil, World, and our own de- 
ccittul Hearts, into Sin, and into great and dreadful # 
Sins, which may ſeparate between God and us; ang 
this State coin is Miſery above all Miſery, and there- 7 
fore St. Lau call'd it a Thru in the Heß that 
wonnded him and pain'd him to the very Heart. 
No Death delivers us not only from the Danger of 

the greateſt Sins, but from all Sins, aboliſhes and 4 


rovis out the very Nature of Sin, 


And tho paſt Sins may juſtly make us dread the 8 
Approach ot Death, preſent Repentance takes off that 


e a> > V2 


Dread, and Death to a Penitent has no Terrours. 


Davis's Murder and Adultery truly repented of, ne- 


ver ſeparated him from God, he liv'd in his Love 
he died in his Mercy. Zanaſeh's Witchcraft an 


Idolatry, Mary Aagaalen's Whoredoms, Peter's 4 
De.uai Paul's Perſecution, the Thies Robberies, 
were 
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were all repented of; and one found Mercy, the 
other Pardon; all were receiv'd in God's Favour 
 Z tho' they fell in Sin, by Repentance they died 
in the Love and Peace of God. And therefore if 
thou haſt followed them in thy Sins, follow them alſo in St, Am 
thy Repentance and Tears. broſe 
5. Death delivers us not only from Evils paſt, and Em. 
preſent, but prevents thoſe that are to come; For od 
the Righteous periſheth, and no Man conſiders in hi: 
Heart; and merciful Men are taken away; and no *©* 
Man underftandeth that the Righteous is taken away 
from the Evil to come. An Example we have in King 
Joſias, Behold I will gather thee to thy Fathers, thor 
ſhalt go down to thy Grave in Peace, and thy Eyes ſhall 
not ſee all the Evil which I will bring upon this Place. 
A Mercy, and a great Mercy; and ſo God deals 
ſometimes with Sinners too, to take them away, 
ſnatch them out of the World by ſome Judgment, 
leſt their living longer in Sin would become beyond 
Cure incurable, and ſhould treaſure up for themſelves 
a vaſt Treaſure of Wrath againſt the Day of Iraih. 
And fo God deals with you, that your Soul might 
no be made ſenſible, and you fav'd ; for had God 
took you ſometime before this Judgment, you would 
have died like a Brute as you liv'd ; and if you had 
= eſcaped this Condemnation, 'tis to be fear'd you 
would have died impenitent, died in the utmoſt 
Load of Sin, died like a Devil; and therefore God 
ſuffer'd this to befall you, that you might be ſtop'd 
from proceeding in Sin, and fo be ſavd; and fo St. 
= Paul tells us of the like Bleſſing to ſome Corinthians, 
t that they were aſleep; God had cut them off by an 
. + untimely Death, that they might nog be condemm d 
f © withthe World. | 
d : We know not what is to come, what to Morrow 
may bring forth, and therefore infinite Wiſdom that 
= knows all things, acts wondrous merciful, when he 
prevents us from falling into {ſuch Temptations which 
We cannot bear, or cuts us off by ſuch Judgments 
that keep back our Souls from Hell, 
6. So again, Death delivers a Penitent from the 
Judgment of God, which is the juſt Reward and 
Conſequence of Sin, his Wrath is terrible, and who 
$, can (tand when God is angry? Now as this is the 
el C 2 wolf 
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Conſolations againſt the 


moſt dreadful Judgment that we can imagine, which 


makes Nature ſtartle ;, ſo the Deliverance from this 


Milery is the greateſt Happineſs, Joy, and Comfort, 

k of. And we are very * 
ſure this will be one of the moſt joyful Contemplati- 
ons of the Bleſſed, to behold, and admire, what an 
Abyſs of Woe! What a Gulph of Horrour and Mi- 
ſery they have eſcaped thro' Chriſt Jeſus; and how Þ? 
at and worthy to be praiſed that Goodneſs of Gd 
15, that by Repentance has deliver'd them from ſuch * 


to a Soul that we can thin 


gre 


a never-dying Death 


But let us alſo take a View of thoſe Conſolations 


eres 


we have againſt the Fears of Death, from the Hap- Fi 


ineſs and Felicity which every Penitent obtains by 3 
eath, for Death lulls us not into an Eternal Sleep, 
for as the Body returns to the Earth whence it was ta- 


ken, ſo the Soul returns to God that gave it. 


1. And firſt, Death brings us to Life Eternal, the 
Gentiles knew, and ſeem'd to rejoyce in this Truth, 
the Druids could tell us, Longe vite mors media eſt, 
that Death was the way to eternal Life: And Solo- 


mon's Expre ſſions, almoſt in the ſame Words, by ©; 
Lucretius : And if Nature aſſures us this, O how t 
much more Comfort have we from God's Revelati- i 


on, when we know from the God of Truth, That © 
when this earthly Tabernacle is difſoly'd, we have an 


Houſe not made with Hands, eternally in the Hea- © 


Ve ns. 


There is Life Eternal, we believe it, it is one of F 


the great Articles of our Faith; and we ſee plainly 


it is not hee, nor can it be here, and therefore it FJ; 


muſt be in t 
way to it. 


e other World, and Death the only 4 


2. Another Benefit by Death is, that Death per- N 
fects our Sanctification, and brings us to a Life of 


perfect Purity and Holineſs, the Image of God is 8 


indeed renew'd in us by Faith and Repentance while 


we be on Earth, but not in its full Perfection, as b 


long as we are clogg d with this ſinful Body, and 71 

| of Fleſh, we cannot be perfect, 

we cannot be compleatly holy, this Mortality muſt * 

firſt put on Immortality, our Sinfulneſs muſt be put 

away, and we made perfect, holy as our God is holy, v 

pure as he is pure; and this is done when our Bodies 
| 5 are 


cloth'd with Rags 


* 
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are purified in the Grave, and our Souls remove 
there, where Sin and Iniguity is no more. And when 
our Holineſs is thus made perfect by Death, we are 
fitted to ſee God, and the Sight of God confirms the 
Saints in their Holineſs, becauſe God is that All in 
all, that the Heart of Man can wiſh for; fo that e- 
very Soul that is with God muſt neceſſarily be ſa- 
© tisfied with the Fulneſ and Perfection of him, and 
the Affection ſo fixed, that they can never be aver- 
ted from their chief Good, and ſo muſt continue ho- 
ly forever and ever. | 5 
3. Another Conſolation againſt the Fears of Death 
is, that it tranſlates us to a Life of perfect Love and 
Peace, ſuch a State the World knows not; this is the 
Property of Heaven, for we are very certain that 
Love, Harmony, Peace and Unity, is part of the 
* heavenly Felicity; nay, Heaven could not be Hea- 
ven without it, God the Fountain of Happineſs is 
Love, and he communicates his Love to a the in- 
tellectual Creation; and the Love of the heavenly 
Hoſt muſt return to their God again, for they live, 
and are happy only in him, and in his Love. And 
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inviolable, proceeding from that Source of Love, God 
bleſſed for ever. And therefore St. Paul ſays, That 
Charity never faileth, all other Gifts and Graces muſt 
= ceaſe, but this accompanies Men to all Eternity, this 
is their Work and their Delight in Heaven. Thoſe 
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f 3Feuds, Strife; Hatred, and Jarrs this World has, 
5 ZFſhews us to be ſenſual, earthly, devilifp, that we are 
tina very imperfect State; but when kind Death ſhall 
have deliver'd us from this Imperfection, nothing 


can remain to thoſe ſanctified by the peaceful Spirit 
of God, but that perfect Love and Unity, which is 
the Happineſs, the Reward, and the Glory of God's 
Saints. ; 

4. Another Comfort in Death is, that Death 
brings a Penitent to a Life of Devotion; true Piety 
is the greateſt Enjoyment in this preſeat Life, tho 
here our Devotion be very imperfect, but there muſt 
needs afford us greater Joy, where our Devotion 
will be perfect. The Life of Heaven is a Life of De- 
Vvotion, there they adore God, the God of their Sal- 
ation, in ſuch a way and manner, as is ſuitable to 
Wt the 
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thence that mutual Love to each other, univerſal, 
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Conſolations againſt the 
the State of perfect Felicity: And the Apoſtle tells 
us, that this does conſiſt in admiring the Nature of | 
his Divine Being, extolling of his Praiſe, and never | 
ceaſing to bleſs and thank him for his Grace beſtow- 
ed on them and their Fellow- Saints; and as the Num- 
ber of the Saints increaſe, it continually increaſes 
their Joy to ſee their Brethren there, for there is Joy 
in Heaven when Sinners repent on Earth, and come by 
Death to that bleſſed Society. | 5 

Such is the State of Heaven; and ſo St. John tells 
us in that Repreſentation of it, by the four Beaſts 
and Elders mutually glorifying God; the one cry- 
ing, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty ;, the o- 
ther falling down, and worſhip him that livetb for e- 
ver and ever, and all ſaying, Amen, Bleſſing, and 
Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and Honour, | 
and Power, and Might, be unto our God : Which | 
plainly ſhews us, that the Felicity of Heaven is their 
Hevotion, and that Angels and S+ints make that 
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In 
heavenly Quire to praiſe God and bleſs the Lamb Fx 
that has rede:m'd them with his Blood, with An- f 
thems of Praiſe and Hallelujahs for ever and ever. 
And it is impoſſible for us ever to make one of that 
bleſſed Chorus, but thro' the happy Gates of Death. Xt 

5. Death brings us to the immediate Enjoyment f. 
of God and our Saviour Chriſt, the Communion of 4 
God is undoubtedly the chief Good of Man, and n 
Death brings us to that Fellowſhip, and fo is the Fþ 
way to our Happineſs. As long as we be in this $f: 
World, we fee but thro a Glaſs darkly; here we IL 
know but in part, but when Death has pluck'd off the 7 
falſe Glaſſes from our Eyes, remov'd the Cloud that li 
eclips'd our Sight, we ſhall behold God Face to Face, N 


know him as we are known by him, to his Glory and in 
our Felicity. Then ſhall we ſee Judgment and Mer- h 
cy, Wiſdom and Power, how all were employ'd to 
make us happy, and how Judgments made way for o 
our Salvation, then ſhall we bleſs God for all his #ſe 
Works, but eſpecially for his gracious Severities e. 
that kept us back from Deſtruction, and brought us 
to that joy ful Region where God dwells, and where 
he is glorified by his Saints. 6 
So Death brings us near alſo to our Saviour Jeſus, 
not only to fee, behold, admire, and adore * 2h 
| ut 
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but ſee our ſelves eternally happy in that bleſſed 
Sight, there we ſhall ſee him, not in Humility, but 
in Glory, as the Lord of Life, the Victor over 
Death that died for Penitents, and brought Liſe and 
. 8 Immortality to Light by the Goſpel, and is ready to re- 
ceive every Penitent with this gracious Salute, Come 
ye bleſſed of my Father. 
And with him we ſhall behold the Hoft of Heaven, 
© the bleſſed Angels and Saints, the Souls of Men made 
perfect, Apoſtles, Prophets, Martyrs, Confeflors, 
TE Penitents ; there is a Communion of Saints on Earth, 
but much more in Heaven, where no Sin nor Temp- 
tation can break their Love, or interrupt their Fe- 
licities, there ſhall we meet our dear Friends, our 
tender Parents, our beloved Off- ſpring, our Bre- 
Z thren and Siſters that are gone before us, there ſhall 
ve joyfully expect our Relations thro' Grace to fol- 
low us ; nay, there perhaps we may meet with ma- 
Iny of our Enemies, to whom we ſhall then be tho- 
*Zrowly reconciled, notwithſtanding the ſeveral Dif- 
ferences of this preſent Life. 
6. Another Comfort in Death is, that it brings a 
Penitent to that State, where he ſhall bear a Simili- 
tude and Reſemblance of God himlcif. Beloved, 
at ſays the Apoſtle, Now are we the Sons of God, and it 
of does not yet appear what we ſhall be, but we know, that 
d when he Pall appear we ſhall be like him, jor we ſhall ſee 
he him as he is: we ſhall be like God in all things, as 
is far as our finite Nature is capable of, ever with the 
ye Difterence of God and his Creatures, but like him 
ne we ſhall be in immortal Life, like him in Holineſs, 
at like him in Knowledge, without Errour in the 
:e, Mind, or Obliquity in the Will, without Diſorder 
nd in the Affection, for as God is, fo are his Saints, ho- 
er- ly, righteous and good. 
to 7. Laſtly, Another Conſolation againſt the Fears 
for of Death is, that tho' our Bodies and Souls be now 
is ſeparated by Death, they ſhall not be ſeparated for 
ies ever, they ſhall meet again, be re-united to enjoy 
us the nnſpeakable Salvation of God to all Eternity; 
re theſe Bodies which have been the Temples of G 
Fon Earth, ſhall be his Temples alſo in Heaven; thoſe 
5, Eyes that have here bewail'd their Tranſgreſſion, 
u, Wall not be ynregarded, God ſhall wipe away thoſe 
ut | Tears, 
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ruptible muſt put on Incorruption, this Mortal muſt 
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wie may enjoy him in his Salvation; ſo that Death, 


Penitent; and ſo the Holy Ghoſt aſſures us, that 


zs never to be feared by a Penitent, our Sins ſeparate 


Conſalatious againſt the 
Tears; thoſe Hands that have been lifted up in Pray - 
er, ſhall there alſo be lifted up in Praiſe ; that 
Tongue that has glorified God on Earth, ſhall there 
magnify that Glory by which they are glorified in 
Heaven; it is fown indeed in Corruption, but it 
ſhall be rais'd again in Incorruption, for this Cor- 


put on Immortality. This is the great and joyfal 2 
Article of our Faith, that we are affur'd, That tho” 
Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh ſhall Tſee God, 
when Sin and Iniquity ſhall be put away: For he that 
quickeneth Grains of Seed for thy tranſitory Life, much 
more will he quicken thee to Eternal Life, to live with 
him in Glory. | | þ 

This Death brings us to: Were we then not to die, 
O how ſhould we live ! Were we not to put off Mor- 
tality, how ſhould we put on Immortality? Were 
we not to lay down the Body of Fleſh, how ſhonld 
we ſee God. Well therefore might David ſay, That 
he would fear no Evil, when he wall d in the Shadow 
of Death, Well might St. Paul ſay, that Death was . 
his Gain. 4 

Was Mankind condemn'd to an Immortality here, 
under the Calamities of Sin, the Guilt and Judg- 
ments of God we now prove, without the Hopes of 7. 
a Day of Solution and Deliverance, that Life would j. 
be exceeding bitter, more bitter than Death. But 
the God of Pity, that has Compaſſion upon his poor; 
Creatures, has provided better things for us, a Dax 
of Liberty, a Day of Deliverance from Sin and 1 
Death, by Death to receive us home to himſelf, that f 
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as it brings us to God, is ſo far from being terrible, 
-= it is the Comfort of our Life that we ſhall 2. 
= 3 | | 7, 
Such is Death to a Chriſtian, ſuch is Death to a 8 


Faith and Repentance will thus enable us to look up- 
on Death, to rejoyce in Death, and by Death to be 
tranſlated to Heaven. —_— 

Remember, O Remember it for ever, that Death 7 
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bet) en God and us, but our Repentance reconciles g, 
and unites God to us; tis our Impenitence Lare 4 
f . 8 eat 
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"8 Death its Weapons, tis the Want of Faith, and 
t Want of Sorrow, opens the Jaws of Hell, and gives 
e Z Satan Strength againſt us; but thoſe that repoſe their 
1% Traoſt, their Faith, their Hope in the Death of 
t i Chriſt, embrace his Croſs, and repent of their Sins, 
they are exempted from its Fear, for God is their 
t 7 Comtorter. 

No penitent Soul needs to fear to behold the 
Face of the Great Judge of the World; for thy 
„Judge is thy Saviour, thy Saviour is th Judge 
F e has difarm'd God's eternal Juſtice, ' he ſtops 
1 Vengeance, becauſe he finds Redemption; he 


* 


himſelf is the Propi tiation for our Sins. Heaven is 
not Mount Sinai, where there's only Thundering, 
and Lightening, and Curſes; Heaven is Mount Sion, 
where is Mercy, Love, Grace and Pardon, for the 
& miſerable Penitent ; where the God of Glory, who 
X himſelf taſted Death for Sinners, now liveth, and 
= liveth for ever, and has the Keys of Hell and Death, 
to prevent any Penitents ſinking there, but by Death 
to receive them to himſelf. | 

And therefore every Penitent has this unſpeakable 
5 Comfort, that tho' he by nature be poor, miſerable, 
and naked, and by his Sins is become more miſe— 
rable, that by Faith and by Repentance, he is not 
in the State of Nature, nor in his Sins, but in the 
State of Grace, is in Jeſus Chriſt, The Merits of Jeſus 
23s our all, his Righteouſneſs that is our Garment, to 
rover our Nakedneſs ; not only cover, but adorn us; 
*His Glory is our Glory; and tho' we come naked 
into the World, and muſt go cut naked; yet no one 
can appear deſtitute and forſaken, that by Repen- 
Ftance has made Jeſus his Friend; for he is our all in 
all. O grant us, Good God, grant us this heavenly, 
this Divine Grace of Repentance, to keep us from 
Sin, and to blot out our former Tranſgreſſions, that 
we may live and die true Penitents. 
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I come now to the third and laſt Part I purpos'd, 


and that is, to apply it to you that art under the 
Condemnation of Death, and allo to our ſelves. 
And firſt to you, that art under the juſt Condem- 
nation of Death, it is your Duty, 
1. Io lock upon the Cons of this Judgment, this 
| "ſe 
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untimely End; and that is, your Sins, your many 
and repeated Sins, have brought this Deſtruction 
upon you. God has been very gracious unto you, | 
pitient, long-{uffering, full of Compaſſion and Mer- 
cy, that the Goodneſs of God might have led you to 
Repentance : But the more gracious God was, the 
more wicked you was; and therefore God has ſuf- M 
fer d you to fall into this Sin, and brought this Judg- 
ment upon you. Woe be to you, for you have wrought i 
Evil to your ſelf : You have rob'd your ſelf of Life, 
and deſtroy'd your Son; you have made your Wife 
a Widow, and your Children fatherleſs; a bloody | 
Husband, and a graceleſs Father; you have brought} 
Reproach and Scandal to your Offspring. And this 
is yet the leaſt Deſtruction, this is but temporal, 
but there's an eternal Judgment and Deſtruction 
hangs over your Head, if you prevent it not by a 
ſerious Repentance. The Tribunal of Man is very 
terrible; but what is that to the Terrors of God's 
Judgment, before whom the Earth trembles, and 
the Heavens fly away. The Ax is nom laid to the 
Root, God will hew you down; O take heed there- 
fore what Fruit you bring forth; before the Stroke 
be ſtruck, deſtroy not your Soul, as you have done 
your Body; have Compaſſion on your immortal 
Soul, hurl not your ſelf into Damnation. Sin de- 
ſtroys the Soul as well as the Body; by ſuffering in 
the Fleſh, the Soul is not purified ; by our temporal 
Death, we cannot redeem our Souls out of God's 
Hand: No, our Death brings us to that judgment, 
and therefore your Work muſt be done before you 
go out of this World. | | 3 
God has not yet ſworn that you ſhould not enter 
into his Reſt, he has not excluded you from Repen- 
tance > he calls you to it even by this Judgment, 
and gives you Means of Grace, and Time even abun- 
dantly in Compaſlion to your Soul, that you may 
more and more repent and be ſaved. Juſtify God 
in your Judgment; jult and righteous is he, but you 
are a Sinner: Nay, bleſs God for this Judgment, 
blels him, that he has not cut you off with a hafty'® 
1.dden Death. How juſtly might he have pluck d 
Your Soul from you, when you deſtroy'd the Life ol 
your Child, and ſeat you in a moment to Damna- 
| tion, 
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tion, when you ſpilb'd the Blood of your Son; but 
he has been more gracious to you. Grant, O God, 
that this thy Grace may tend to the Glory of thy 
Name, and the Good of his Soul. 
N Humble your ſelt before your God: Sins cry to 
Heaven for Vengeance, all Sins do, but eſpecially 
the Sin of Murder; and therefore let your Prayers, 
your Tears and Repentance cry to Heaven for Mer- 
cy, Mercy and no Judgment. Your Repentance muſt 
& outcry your Sins: From Blood-guiltineſs deliver me, 
O God of my Salvation. Put your truſt in the Merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt, he is the only Saviour of the World, 
his Blooc can only waſh away your Sins, his Sacri- 
fice is the only Atonement for your Tranſgreſſions: 
Let that Blood be all your Hopes, all your Deſire; 
for that's the Fountain of Life againſt all Un- 
cleanneſs. 

And if you be really penitent, and confeſs your 


Lins, if you be truly ſorrowful for your Offences, 


God will receive you, he will comfort you. None 
ſeeks God's Face in vain, he does not caſt away a 
Penitent, he rejoices to receive him : he will give 


4 you the Comfort of Grace, ſhew himſelf gracious. 


to you, a Father of Mercies, that has adopted you 
for a Child of Mercy: And if ſo, Death will not be 
terrible to you; terrible to Fleſh and Blood it will 
be, but the greateſt Terrors proceed from an evil 
Conſcience, from Guilt and Offences, from a Senfe 
of God's Judgment: But if we have and do repent, 
and our Hearts condemn us not of Impenitence, 
we have Confidence towards God, Confidence in 
this, that the Death of Jeſus will ſanctify my Death, 
that it may be a Paſſage for my immortal Soul to 
eternal Glory. Redeem then now the Time, and 
renew your Peace with God : O count your Days, 
your Hours, your Minutes, for they be but few, and 
apply your Heart to Wiſdom: Look back upon the 
Days, Months, and Years miſ-ſpent: Look how little 
time there is between you and Eternity; repent 
therefore the more earneſt, pray without ceaſing, me- 
ditate and think on Death, let no outward Troudles 
overwhelm your Mind, nor Shame nor Diſgrace, nor 
Terrors of Death, cauſe you to deſpair : Truſt in 
God, he is merciful and faithful; he will not forſake 
on 2 you 
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be fear'd you had never repented. 


Death, Father, thy Will be done. Forſake me not, 
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you in the Pangs of Death : he will be with you, a | 
God to you, in the Hour of Death, and in the Day 
of Judgment. | : 
Take good Courage therefore, O thou afflicted! 
but not forſaken; thou chaſtiſed, but not refuſed ! and 
be not affrighted at the ſight of Death. Thou ſeeſt | 
a narrow Paſſage, a Way beſet with Thorns and Ter- 
rors, a Way of Diſgrace and Shame; but if you truly Xx 
repent, it is the Gate of Heaven, it is the Way that 
leads the Soul to Paradiſe. We muſt go through the 
Vally of Tears before we can come to the joyful 8 
City of God : We muſt paſs through many Tribu- | 
lations to the Kingdom of Glory. Bleſſed are they, | 
whom God afflicts and puniſhes for their Sins in this 
World, that they 'may be deliver'd from eternal De- | 
ſtruction, and comforted in the World to come. | 
God tends thee this Judgment, this grievous Depar- | 
ture for thy good, cuts thee off out of the Land of the 
Living, that thy Soul may not be blotted out of the 
Book of Life: For it may, I truſt through Jeſus, be 
{aid of this thy Judgment, as it was ſaid of Lazarus 
his Diſtemper, this Judgment is not to Death, but 
for the Glory of God; not to eternal Death, but that 
God may be glorified in your Converſion. Had not | 
the Thief come to the Croſs, he had not known 
Chriſt ; had not you come to the Gallows, it is to 
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Prepare your ſelf to die: Faith and Repentance 
are the Conditions of the Goſpel ;, one blots out all 
your Sins, the other gives you a Right to Glory: If 
you have theſe, happy are you; then you may look 
Death in the Face. O Death, where is thy Sting ? O 
Grave, where is thy Victory? Then you may ſay, 
Since I muſt now walk in the Vally of the Shadow of 
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O my God: I fear no Evil, now thou art reconciled 
to my Soul. I repent me of all my Sins, and | know 
that thou never farſakeſt the Penitents. My God, 
be therefore with me, leave me not comſortleſs; let 
me find my God at the Execution- place; let it be 
to me the Gate of Heaven; and tho' full of Terrors, 
let my Soul find Peace, becauſe thou art there. 
Make me to be above Fear, ſtrengthen my Faith, 
uphold my Spirits, ſupport my Confidence ia thee; 
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let Death be what it will, ſo thou, Jeſus, art but 
with me, thou art my all, my Comfort, my Hope, 
my Glory, my joy; Death cannot be terrible 
= where thou my Jefus, my Saviour, art. O God, 
in thy Hands I commend my Spirit, fo 

= deemed me; in thee, O my Saviour, do I put my 
= Truft, O ſave my Soul, and let me never be con- 
founded. O Good God, inlighten thou his Eyes, 
that he may ſee thee that art inviſible, and find thee 


his God a God of Comfort there; that he may ſee 


thy bleſſed Angels, to receive his Soul, thou that 
 & haſt Healing under thy Wings. O heal his Soul, 
and cover him from Judgment, and let the Light of 
Grace here dawn in his Heart, that the Light of this 
tranſitory Life being put out, he may be enlighten'd 


what thy dear Son has done for him, and forget, 
| 2 God, what this evil Servant has done againſt 
the. | 
And now give me Leave to ſay a Word to our 
= ſelves, and to you, that are come both to ſee this mi- 
ſerable Object, and to hear what is ſaid to him, and 
I hope to afliſt and help him with your Prayers and 
Interceſſion to God for him: Look upon him: Look 
upon him with Sorrow and Amazement, and ſee what 


Z quence of forſaking God, and tremble at his Judg- 
= ment. He once thought as little of falling into ſuch 
a deplorable State, and coming to an untimely and 
' WFMſcandalous End, as any one: He thought himſelf ve- 
ry ſecure, and cried Peace to his Soul, and fat eaſy 
in his Sins; but God has found him out, and ſets 
him before our Eyes as an Example of his Hatred of 

1 wo, that we may ſtand in Awe, and tremble before 
God. | 


Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. 


He's happy that can avoid a Judgment at another's 
Expence. O take heed and be wile, by this Exam- 
ple: The Apoſtle tells us, that Examples in Scrip- 
ture both of Sinners and Saints, are ſet before us 
for our Admonition, that we may ayoid the Sin 
of one, and follow the Piety of others. 


or thou haſt re- 


with the Light of thy Glory, O God, remember 


is the Reward of Sin; ſee what is the (ad Conſe- 


God 
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God has now ſet this Example before us, that we 
may take Warning that we fall not in his Sins, leſt 
we fall in his Judgment alſo. Remember the Say- | 
ing of the Prophet, When 2 Tudgments are upon | 
Earth, the Inhabitants of the Worid will learn Righte: 
ouſneſs ;, that's the Uſe you are to make of this Judg- | 
ment, to learn Righteouſneſs, to ſtand in awe, and 
fin not againſt God. Remember, therefore, thy Creator 
in the Days of thy Youth, while the evil Days come not, 
and the Years draw nigh when thou ſhall ſay I have no 
Pleaſure in them. And lay to Heart what the ſame So- 
lomon tells you, Rejoice, O young Man in thy Youth, and 
let thy Heart cheer thee in the Days of thy Youth, and 
walk in the Ways of thy Heart, and in the Sight of  : 
thine Eyes, but know thou that for all theſe things God f! 
will bring thee into Fudgment . | 2 ( 

There's many of you that are acquainted with his f 
Life and Converſation for ſeveral Years, ſee what it Wt 
is come to; how Juſtice has overtaken him, how WC 
God has found him out: See, ſee the bad Conſe- It 
quence of wilful Ignorance, of miſ ſpending and pro- 
faning the Lord's Day: See the ſad Effect of Drun- 
kenneſs. Now judge ye that paſs by, if Solomon's Pre- 4 
diction of Drunkenneſs proves not true, that at the c 
laſt it biteth like a Serpent, and ſtingeth like an Adder 0 
See the Judgment on Curſing and Swearing ; ſee the t 
Conſequence of Wrath, Envy, Malice, Hatred, Paſ- 1! 
ſion and Fury! O my God, to what a ſad Catalogue f 
does this ariſe? Dear Jeſus, pardon all theſe Sins i 
in him, and give us Grace to avoid them. 72 
O forget not, therefore, this thy Neighbour, thy; 
Acquaintance ; ſtumble not over thoſe Blocks that 
have made him fall; embrace not that Serpent that 4 
has ſo mortally ſtung him; hug not that Fire in yout E 
Boſom that has deſtroy'd him; elſe your Sins will d. 


be the greater, becauſe God reproves you by him WM 


Follow God and Chriſt Jeſus, and that will give youl 


There is the ſame God to overtake you, the {ame all-. 
jeeing Eye that can find you out, the ſame almighty® di 
Hand tobring you to Puniſhment ; but we hope far tu 
better things of you. — 
And therefore ſet the Law of God continually be 
fore your Eyes; let that be your Guide, that's the 
Rule to walk by. Follow not a Multitude to do evil 
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Peace at the laſt. Avoid all Sin, nay the very firſt 
Occaſions to Sin; the Devil leads us on by Degrees, 
ik he can but perſwade us willingly to fall in little 
Sins, he has ſmoothing Temptations to bring us eaſily 
to greater: No, remember that the leaſt Sin will 
damn us, unre pented of; there are no little Sins, tho 
ſome greater than others; the leaſt, as we eſteem 
them, are of terrible Conſequence. Let us therefore 
= make it our Buſineſs to repent daily, and not daily in- 
creaſe our Iniquities. | 
= And ſinee we truſt in Chriſt that this Judgment is 
come upor this Man, for the Good of his Soul, to 
lead him to Repentance, let us both bury his Sins, 
and the Manner of his Death, in eternal Oblivion. 
L hope to God none will be ſo unwiſe, fo void of 
Grace, at any time hereafter, to reflect upon the 
„Widow and Children, by twitting or reproaching 
it them with this Affliction; no, add not Grief to 
x 2 Grief, Sorrow to Sorrow; double not a Cup of Bit- 
.. terneſs to them; it is his temporal Misfortune, we 
hope his eternal Gain : Let not that which may be 
Glory and Salvation to his Soul, become a Reproach 


* and Scandal to his Offspring, no rather endeavour to 
be comfort, aſſiſt and ſupport this afflicted Widow and 
er. Children, with good Chriſtian Charity, Advice, 
he Help, and Council, if at any time they be in need of 
ait: Pray to God for them, that it may be ſancti- 
ue filed to every one of their Souls, that they may by 
ins it be brought home to God, and may in God's time 
again meet their Husband, Father and Friend, in 
thy God's Glory. 
hit Let us all remember our latter End ; wg muſt all 
at die, God in his Mercy fit us for it; let us live in his 
out Fear, and we ſhall die in his Favour. Let us die 
i daily, live as thoſe that muſt die, and come to Judg- 
ment; fo live in this preſent World, that we may 
neither be aſhamed that we have lived, nor afraid to 
hty die. And becauſe, through the Frailty of our Na- 
. fat cure, we can do nothing good, nothing acceptable 
Ito God, without the Aſliſtance of his Grace; and 
pe. ſince he has promiſed to aſſiſt us, let us continually 
the pray and implore the Grace of his holy Spirit, to 
vil lead us in the Way of his Will, and the Works of his 
JCommandments, that when ever we muſt walk thro” 


ths 


ws. 
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Conſolations, YC. 


the Valley of the Shadow of Death, we may fear no 7 


Evil, God may be with us, his Rod and his Staff com- 


fort us. 


And let vs remember particularly this afflicted Per: 
ſon in our Prayers; intercede for him with God, 
that he would ſtrengthen him in his Faith, further 
him in his Repentance, comfort him with his holy 
Spirit, ſpeak Peace to his Soul, let us recommend 
him to the infinite merciful Bowels of God's Com- 
paſtion, to the Arms of a dear Redeemer, that has 
ſhed his Blood for him. Who knows? God may 
be intreated, he has promiſed to hear Prayers, he 
may have Mercy upon him; and tho' we have a 
mournful melancholy Parting, we may, through 
Chriſt, have a joy ful and happy Meeting again, in 
Heaven, which God grant for Chrilt his ſake, A. 
men. 


Tow to Cod the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Zy Ghaſt, our great God and Saviour, be all 
Heorovr and Glory, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, 
Thankſgiving and Dominion, both now and for 
vermore. Amen. 
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